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The United Nations and its organs

Alireza Mousavi Farahani ~*

Abstract
This study examines the position of religious freedom in the thought of Imam Ali (A.S.) as one

of the most prominent Islamic thinkers, as well as in international human rights documents.
Nahj al-Balagha, which is a compilation of Imam Ali's (A.S.) speeches, letters, and maxims, is
recognized as one of the most important Islamic sources in the field of human rights and
individual and social freedoms. In this valuable work, Imam Ali (A.S.) emphasizes the
principle of religious freedom and the non-coercion in accepting religion, condemning any
form of discrimination and limitation in this regard. This view aligns with and is consistent
with the principles stated in the Universal Declaration of Human Rights and other international
human rights documents. Furthermore, both Nahj al-Balagha and international human rights
documents emphasize fundamental human rights such as the right to life, freedom, security,
and equality. Imam Ali (A.S.) stresses equality among humans and the protection of their
rights, asserting that all individuals are equal in terms of rights and rewards, and no one has
superiority over another. This perspective aligns with the principle of human dignity and non-
discrimination outlined in the Universal Declaration of Human Rights. Additionally, both
sources address topics such as freedom of expression and belief. This shows that the teachings
of Nahj al-Balagha and international human rights documents share significant harmony and
alignment in the field of human rights and individual and social freedoms. In conclusion, it can
be said that Nahj al-Balagha, as one of the most outstanding works in the spiritual and cultural
heritage of the Islamic world, is in harmony with international human rights documents in
terms of religious freedom and other human rights. This highlights the importance and special
position of this work in the explanation and realization of human rights.
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Religious Freedom, Human Rights, Nahj al-Balagha, Universal Declaration of Human Rights,

and International Human Rights Covenants
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