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The Role of the Principle of Rule of Law in Guaranteeing
Citizens’ Fundamental Rights in the Legal System of the Islamic
Republic of Iran: A Comparative Analysis with International
Human Rights Standards

Abstract

The principle of the rule of law is one of the most fundamental concepts in public law
and a cornerstone of democratic systems. It guarantees equality, justice, and legal
security for all citizens. This principle holds that everyone, including governing
Institutions, must be accountable under the law, and that no individual or authority
stands above the law.This study aims to examine the status and performance of the
rule of law within the legal system of the Islamic Republic of Iran and compares it
with international human rights standards, particularly those established by United
Nations instruments. The research methodology is descriptive-analytical, based on
library and documentary sources.Findings of the study reveal that although the rule of
law is explicitly mentioned in the Iranian Constitution, and institutions such as the
Judiciary and the Administrative Justice Court are responsible for its implementation,
significant challenges hinder its practical realization. These include the lack of full
independence of oversight bodies, selective enforcement of laws, conflicts between
Islamic jurisprudence and international standards, and institutional opacity.In
comparison with international human rights systems, Iran faces considerable obstacles
in implementing key concepts such as equality, freedom of expression, and minority
rights. Therefore, structural, legislative, and cultural reforms are deemed necessary to
strengthen the rule of law in Iran.
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