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A Comparative Study of the Protection of Intellectual Property
Rights of Al-Generated Works under Iranian Law and
International Instruments
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Abstract

One of the most important branches of legal science is intellectual property law. This type of
ownership concerns rights over intangible assets—rights that grant their holders the ability to
benefit from their thoughts, creativity, and innovation. Artificial intelligence (Al) is a system
that is rapidly developing and expanding. It generates various forms of data and information
and provides them to its users. The methods employed by related companies to protect and
manage such data are often highly specialized and confidential. Given the rapid growth and
widespread adoption of artificial intelligence, countries around the world must pay serious
and comprehensive attention to this issue. Al-generated content has already become the
subject of numerous legal cases and judicial disputes globally, and courts have sometimes
issued divergent or conflicting rulings on the matter. An important and urgent question that
must be addressed in modern legal systems is: What is the status of Al-generated outputs
under intellectual property law? In other words, who is the rightful owner of the creations
produced by such systems? Furthermore, if these data and outputs are to be protected, what
legal procedures and mechanisms should be implemented? The need to examine this issue
arises from the fact that, without appropriate legal protection, the absence of regulation could
lead to significant economic harm and instability. The human authorship element has
traditionally been a key factor in determining eligibility for intellectual property protection.
Consequently, in many countries, Al-generated works are currently excluded from such
protection. However, given the growing importance and influence of artificial intelligence in
today’s world, this approach should be reconsidered. With the continuous advancement of
this technology, it is essential to establish modern, up-to-date, and internationally harmonized
legislation. The extent and timing of human involvement in the creation of the final output
could serve as a practical criterion for future legal frameworks governing Al-generated
works.
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