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Abstract

Adoption, as a vital mechanism, is deeply intertwined with social values and the structure of the family.
This study employs an analytical-comparative approach to investigate the challenge of “marital status”
as a legal filter within the legal systems of Iran, France, and Canada. Given these conditions, the central
question is whether the legal restrictions imposed on single applicants are derived from the best
interests of the child or are merely a reflection of traditional vestiges. This research utilizes a
descriptive-comparative methodology. The findings indicate that these legal systems, rather than
focusing on “individual competencies,” have succumbed to legal reductionism by prioritizing the
“formal stability of the family” over the “quality of parenting.” The result is a conflict between the right
to parent and the best interests of the child. Furthermore, the results demonstrate that the Iranian legal
system, relying on Imami jurisprudence (Figh), centers on the primacy of the nuclear family and, by
establishing a hierarchy, relegates single individuals to a lower priority or excludes them entirely—an
approach largely rooted in religious considerations of Mahramiyat (prohibited degrees of
marriage/privacy regulations). In contrast, France, by transcending Christian traditions through secular
legislation, and Canada, by relying on human rights principles and pluralism, have shifted marital status
from a rigid requirement to a secondary variable, focusing instead on “home studies” and the objective
assessment of an applicant’s competency.
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